
Preparing for College (University)
Higher education
Career path



This brief guide is an outline of topics to discuss regarding 

college preparation.

It is designed to help the student understand key 

elements of the process as well as the not-so-obvious 

ones.

Planning with a college advisor is crucial to the process 

and should eventually follow.

From the experience of classroom instruction and academic advising



As you begin preparing for college/university, you open the door to a future 

of excitement and possibilities which are endless. 

It’s a journey that starts with the first thought of continuing your education to 

discovering the career possibilities that lie before you, to entering that rich 

world where you can dedicate yourself in a profession that brings out your 

gifts and talents.



Exploring reasons for going to college

1.

2.

3.

4. …etc.

Discussing the reasons helps 

identify the benefits and needed 

procedures 



Career = talents, abilities, passion, hopes

Ex. 

Nurse – enjoys helping people heal - patience

• What are some careers and how do they demonstrate 

talents, abilities, passion?



Community college 

vs. 

4-year university



Understanding the various degrees & 

certificates 

AA, AS, BA, BS, MA, MS, Ph D, …etc.

& number of 

years and credits



The next step after an Associates degree: 

transfer 

to a 4-year school (college, university) for a 

Bachelor’s degree



1. Classes that transfer (core classes)

2. Classes that don’t transfer
Not all classes/courses transfer to a 4-year school. 

Careful to take the right classes. 

Are you in the right class?



Degree program / Program of study / pathway

= list of classes needed for the degree

Biology, math, history,… etc.



What does 

Semester 1 

look like?

What does 

Semester 2 

look like?

What does Semester 5 

(2nd year) look like? 

Core (basics) classes vs. electives



Program of study – examples…



Paying for college

• Financial Aid – money given to you from the state or 

government (show need)

• Scholarship – money given to you from an organization 

(school, business,…) 

• Student loan – money you borrow from the bank

• Work / study – make money with an on campus job

• You pay (parents,…)



Financial Aid – money given to you from the state or 

government

FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) - an application 

used to collect information to determine your eligibility for financial 

aid awards.



• Personal info & documents

What’s needed to complete the FAFSA

Tips to keep in mind

What can happen to prevent financial aid



Understanding 

the 

documents



GPA (grade point average) = accumulation of points

How letter grades translate into points

Something to be mindful of 

before and throughout 

college



What you need to get into college

1.

2. 

3.

4.

5.

Etc.



A look at some Programs of Study (and how to understand them)



How the numbers add up ??





??





Takeaways:

• Preparing for college is a journey

• Knowledge about various degrees can be helpful

• It’s great to be able to navigate the variety of college 

websites

• Choosing the right classes can be crucial

• Your GPA accompanies you so it’s important to get a 

good start



We are here to help get you ready for college 

preparation. 

We can discuss key points and determine how to 

navigate though websites and access resources.

Planning with your advisor is crucial to the 

process and should eventually follow.

Let us know how we can help.

Mike Morse – youthcna@gmail.com
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